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Students react to the new president-elect, Trump casts doubt on results
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

J

oe Biden defeated
President Donald
Trump in the 2020
presidential election
following the counting of
outstanding mail-in and
provisional ballots in key
states.
Biden has 290 electoral
votes, surpassing the
necessary 270 to secure the
presidency. Trump currently
stands at 214 electoral votes.
As of Sunday afternoon,
Georgia and North Carolina
have not been called. Biden
leads in Georgia, while Trump
leads in North Carolina.
Saturday night Biden and
Vice President-elect Kamala
Harris addressed the nation
in their respective victory
speeches.
Harris quickly defined
what the country “chose” by
electing Biden as the next
president.
“You delivered a clear
message,” Harris said.
“You chose hope and unity,
decency, science – and yes,
truth. You chose Joe Biden
as the next president of the
United States of America.”
Harris also acknowledged
the significance of her
historical feat as the first
woman elected as vice
president.
“While I may be the first
woman in this office, I will
not be the last,” Harris said.
“Every little girl watching
tonight sees that this is a
country of possibilities.”
Biden centered his speech
around unity.
“For all those of you
who voted for President
Trump, I understand the
disappointment tonight.”
Biden said. “I’ve lost a couple
times myself. But now let’s
give each other a chance.”
“It’s time to put away
the harsh rhetoric, lower the
temperature, see each other
again, listen to each other
again.”
Biden argued that political
polarization must be lessened
in order to progress as a
nation.

“To make progress we
have to stop seeing our
opponents as our enemies,”
Biden said. “They are not
our enemies – they are
Americans.”
Junior environmental
science and policy major
Casey Urtecho believes
Biden’s win marks a starting
point for progress.
“This is a huge step
forward in progressing as
a nation,” Urtecho said.
“(Progress will be made) in
addressing climate change,
white supremacy and so many
other harmful implications we
are facing that were ignored
in Trump’s term.”
Sophomore political
science major Zachary Axel
believes Trump’s rhetoric lost
him the election.
“At the end of the day,
the president’s mouth was
his undoing,” Axel said.
“Millions and millions of
people who don’t vote or care
about politics showed up to
reject Trump’s attitude and
way of speaking.”
Rebecca Nero, president
of the USF St. Petersburg
chapter of Planned
Parenthood Generation
Action, helped organize for
Democrats up and down the
ballot. She feels that her hard
work paid off.
“This win was poetic
justice,” Nero said. “Honestly,
it feels affirming because I’ve
been working and so have
so many other hard-working
organizers in our community
and throughout the country
that made this possible. It
paid off.”
Madeline Rhodes,
the president of College
Democrats at USFSP, was
excited to learn of Biden’s
victory.
“After four years of lies,
slander, divisive propaganda,
racist (and) sexist rhetoric and
blatant corruption from the
Trump administration, (I am)
absolutely thrilled to learn
about Biden and Harris’s
victory,” Rhodes said.
Rhodes also noted the
significance of Harris being
elected as the first female vice

“The president’s mouth
was his undoing.”
-Zach Axel

president.
“Hopefully the small
victory of Kamala Harris
as vice president will set a
precedent for the future of
women in power,” Rhodes
said. “Representation of
women in leadership and
politics is fundamental in
creating legislation that will
combat the United States’
long history of sexism, racism
and inequalities towards
women of all backgrounds.”
Junior psychology major
Kristian Sawyer believes
the Republican Party made
great strides despite Trump’s
defeat.
“It is interesting to note
the large red wave we saw,”
Sawyer said. “13 Republican
women getting elected,
multiple incumbents keeping
their seat. Also the large
turnout of Latino voters in
support of Trump was very
unexpected.”
Although every major
news outlet, such as the
Associated Press, has called
the election for Biden, Trump
has not conceded.
Concession is a formality,
but Trump has spread
unfounded claims of voter
fraud in various states where
mail-in ballots were counted
after Election Day.
“Joe Biden should not
wrongfully claim the office
of the president,” Trump
said in a tweet before the
election was officially called
for Biden. “I could make that
claim also. Legal proceedings
are just now beginning!”
Soon after this tweet,
Trump claimed victory.
“I WON THIS
ELECTION, BY A LOT,”
Trump said in a tweet.
Urtecho thinks Trump’s
refusal to concede is a sign of
frustration.
“He is a sore loser
and probably will end up
being dragged out of office
screaming for his lawyers,”
Urtecho said.
Sawyer welcomes the
possibility of investigating
voter fraud.
“I’ll definitely be
waiting for those Georgia
recounts and election fraud
investigations to come
through,” Sawyer said. “If
there was large voter fraud,
from either side, it should
be revealed by the media for
what it is.”
Axel hopes Trump will

concede.
“I highly disagree with
Trump’s refusal to see the
writing on the wall and
concede,” Axel said. “I
understand it must be hard
to swallow having a huge
lead on election night and
watching it be destroyed,
but that (is) the nature of a
COVID-19 election year.”

“This is a huge
step forward in
progressing as
a nation.”
-Casey Urtecho

COURTESY OF GAGE SKIDMORE

Joe Biden will be the 46th president of the
United States.

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

Supporters gathered in St. Petersburg across the
street from City Hall to celebrate Joe Biden and
Kamala Harris’ projected victory over Donald
Trump in the general election.
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It’s beginning to look a lot College of Marine Science launches
like… registration season
Center for Ocean Mapping

By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

S

tudents have one
more thing on their
plate this year:
registration.
With the prospect of finals
season looming ahead, the
mad dash to get an academic
advising appointment before
your assigned registration
time, and the anxiety of
potentially not making it into
a class, it’s no surprise this
is an anxiety-ridden time for
most students.
This year’s registration
season started on Nov. 2.
One of the more confusing
aspects of registration is the
assigned registration times,
which indicate when a specific
student is eligible to register,
and why they’re different
from student to student. This
year, the assigned registration
times started on Nov. 2, with
the final one on Nov. 30.
Registration remains open
through the first week of the
term - the drop and add week.
According to the
USF Registrar’s website,
“registration times are
assigned to students based
on current grade level
classification and cumulative
GPA standing.”
The first group eligible
to register on Nov. 2
included students in the
honors program, studentathletes, and high-achieving
undergraduates, based on

earned hours and GPA.
The next day, Nov.
3, opened registration to
graduate students.
Seniors of various
standings are assigned dates
through the period of Nov.
4 and Nov. 9. Registration
opens to juniors on Nov. 12,
sophomores on Nov. 16 and
freshmen on Nov. 20.
The last registration
opening date is Nov. 30, for
non-degree seeking students.
State employees using
waivers aren’t eligible to
register until four days prior
to the start of the semester.
Students registering on
Nov. 5 encountered additional
stressors because the Schedule
Planner website was down
almost the entire day.
Students took to Reddit to
share their frustrations with
the system being down.
“I always dread
registration for this reason.
It’s like everything that could
go wrong, goes wrong,”
wrote one student under the
username @tired-usf-student.
“The problem was
not related to USF,”
said Carrie O’Brion,
director of marketing and
communications at USF St.
Petersburg. “There was a
system-wide problem with
the vendor for Schedule
Planner that impacted all
of the universities who use
their product. The issue was
resolved by the vendor later
that day.”

By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

U

SF St. Petersburg
campus will soon
become home to
the Center for Ocean Mapping
and Innovative Technologies.
This opportunity was
made possible through a $9
million cooperative agreement
between the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Office of
Coast Survey and USF’s
College of Marine Science.
“The new cooperative
agreement NOAA will result
in the development of new
and innovative solutions to
the problem of assembling a
universal map of the world’s
oceans,” said Tom Frazer,
dean of the College of Marine
Science.
According to Frazer, ocean
mapping makes navigation
through the water safer and
more efficient. This is done
through charting obstructions
and depths in the water.
Ocean mapping is also used to
protect marine life, allowing
resource managers to find
and identify different marine
habitats.
“An extremely talented
team of professionals, led
by Dr. Steve Murawski,
will design, develop and
implement new methods to
map vast unexplored areas
of our oceans and coastal

T

Registration status in OASIS is available for
students to check their assigned registration time.

builds upon the center’s
research.
These modules will include
courses on hydrography,
acoustic bathymetry and
sonar interpretation, as well
as additional public education
and outreach materials.
The College of Marine
Science will also be releasing
a new podcast series, “The
Deep,” sometime next year.
“This new program will be
a core facility through which
we hope to engage colleagues
in other academic units across
the university, as well as
those in state agencies, other
federal institutions and private
industry in a coordinated
approach to explore the last
true frontier on Earth,” Frazer
said.

SOPHIE OJDANIC | THE CROW’S NEST

The new Center for Ocean Mapping will be located
at the College of Marine Science in St. Petersburg.

USF establishes environmental job
training program in Tampa
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

CATHERINE HICKS | THE CROW’S NEST

seas using a combination of
surface ships, autonomous
vehicles and airborne lasers,”
Frazer said.
About a third of the marine
science faculty will work
directly with the center and
opportunities for student
research will also become
available.
“The Center for Ocean
Mapping and Innovative
Technologies will leverage
our extensive marine
engineering expertise and will
also use the ships operated
by the Florida Institute of
Oceanography, which is
hosted by USF and housed at
the college,” Frazer said.
The College of Marine
Science is working to develop
an educational module that

he USF Center
for Brownfields
Research &
Redevelopment
and the Corporation to Develop
Communities of Tampa are
collaborating to launch the
Environmental Workforce
Development and Job Training
program (EWDJT).
The program was
developed to clean up polluted
neighborhoods in Tampa, while
creating job opportunities for
its residents.
“The greater goal of
the partnership is to help
unemployed and underemployed residents of East
Tampa develop the skills
and earn the certifications
necessary to secure full-time
careers in environmental and
brownfields remediation,” said
Christian Wells, director of the
USF Center for Brownfields
Research & Redevelopment.
“The program will achieve
this goal through focused
recruitment and retention
of community residents,
comprehensive training
leading to certifications needed
for employment in these
sectors, and partner-engaged

job placement and tracking
services.”
The EWDJT program
consists of a five-week course
where, upon completion,
individuals obtain the
certifications required
to pursue work in the
environmental sector.
“If a trainee completes the
requirements of an EWDJT
Program, they will put
themselves in top position to
be selected for environmental
type jobs within their
communities,” said Andrew
Wheeler, an administrator
for the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).
“In our EWDJT Program,
graduation is not the end of the
engagement… if not placed
in a job then candidates go
through weekly meetings, then
they transition to monthly
meetings.
“Every effort is made
on behalf of the program in
making sure that the candidates
are placed in fulfilling jobs that
meet their needs with defined
certifications and skill sets.”
According to Wells, the
program’s primary focus will
be in East Tampa because of
its status as an IRS-designated
Opportunity Zone and statedesignated Enterprise Zone,

which provides tax incentives
to promote economic
investment.
“These trends increasingly
provide employment in
environmental assessment,
cleanup and redevelopment,
and present an exciting
opportunity for East Tampa
residents to participate
actively in local revitalization
efforts through workforce
development,” Wells said.
The U.S. EPA has provided
a $200,000 grant to fund the
program, which will begin in
February 2021.

COURTESY OF ABBY VIDMAR

Christian Wells
serves as director of
the USF Center for
Brownfields Research &
Redevelopment.
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How K-pop became a global phenomenon
By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu

T

hanks to strong
vocal abilities,
impressive
stage presence and wellchoreographed dance
performances, K-pop
has become a global
phenomenon.
Hallyu, or the “Korean
wave” is used to describe
how South Korean culture
ranging from K-pop and
K-drama to Korean food
and skincare came to
prominence across the
world.
So how did K-pop
conquer the world?
In 1992, a South Korean
band called “Seo Taiji and
Boys” performed “I Know”
live in a television talent
contest. They introduced
a new trend in the music
industry back then: A mix
of Korean lyrics, European
pop and hip-hop and rap.
But the judges didn’t
like it, and the band was
eliminated from the show.
Little did they know that
for the next 17 weeks, “I
Know” smashed previous
records and peaked at the
top of the charts. That night
in 1992, K-pop was born.
Now, K-pop is a multibillion dollar industry that
contributes to a constant
surge in tourism and
increased appeal to South
Korean products.
“I like K-pop because
of the hip-hop and R&B
elements they incorporate
into their own unique
style.” said Camiya
Williams, a freshman
finance major on the Tampa
campus. “I’ve always
loved Asian media and
music from other countries.
But Korean music often
takes influence from
black culture that I find
comfort in. There’s also a
big emotional connection
between fans and idols that
I appreciate too.”
BTS, or the Bangtan
Boys, debuted in 2013 and
is one of the most famous
bands of South Korea.
They are known as “record
setters” as their albums sell
out within minutes.
In February, a special
episode featuring BTS on
the Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon aired where
they performed “ON” at the
Grand Central Terminal.
As of June, BTS has
sold more than 4 million
albums, this year, and the
runner up is not even close.
Their last album, “Map
of the Soul,” topped the
charts in South Korea, U.S.
Billboard 2020 and the

COURTESY OF JIMMY FALLON ON INSTAGRAM

BTS performed “ON” from their latest album “Map of the Soul: 7” at Grand Central Terminal
for the Tonight Show.
UK’s official album chart.
“I was introduced to
K-pop back in December of
2019 by a friend,” Williams
said. “The first group
that I started to like was
Twice, but I didn’t consider
myself a K-pop fan until
March because of BTS’
comeback.”
Blackpink, a South
Korean girl group, debuted
in 2016. It’s taken them
just four years to become
one of the most popular girl
bands in the world. In 2019,
Blackpink was the first
K-pop group to perform
at Coachella and to reach
more than 13 billion views
on their YouTube channel.
On Oct. 14, Netflix
released “BLACKPINK:
Light Up the Sky,” which
tells the story of the
“record-shattering Korean
girl band.”
The secret behind this
craze over K-pop comes
from different places.
“I like K-pop and
K-dramas because they
have a message and
storyline I look for,”
said Thuy-Trang Tran, a
sophomore health sciences
major at the Tampa campus.
“I was also looking for
things that I felt represented
in. Watching American
TV (there was) no one I
could relate to, so watching
K-pop videos or K-dramas
allowed me to feel like I
matter – like I had a choice,
or (at) least people that
looked like me.”
Fans feel that K-pop

gives them a space to
belong and relate to.
“I didn’t really mean to
choose K-pop over other
genres with a clear intent in
mind but I think the main
reason as to why I did was
because of the sense of
community that came with
it,” Tran said.
K-pop is thriving,
but its worldwide fame
may have brought many
misconceptions and myths.
“The biggest
misconception about
K-pop is that it’s a
mindless trend that will
die off soon and fans only

consist of 13-year-old girls
who want to marry the
members,” Williams said.
“K-pop existed before it
got Western attention and
will continue to exist after
because it’s part of Korean
culture.”
Another major
misconception isn’t about
K-pop itself, but about its
fans.
“When the term K-pop
gets brought up, the music
isn’t what people diss, but
the fans,” Tran said. “They
think that the fans are crazy
and too immersed in the
group. When in reality the

fans are just people trying
to enjoy something and
show others the things that
brought them joy.”
K-pop remains one of
the most interesting – and
questioned – industries of
all time. Many claims about
the “dark side” of K-pop
emerged over the years
and multiple investigations
have been launched as
scandals keep bringing
unwanted attention to the
industry.
Despite the controversy,
K-pop is still gaining
popularity from all around
the world.

COURTESY OF BLACKPINK ON INSTAGRAM

BLACKPINK appeared at a Samsung Galaxy A event in Bangkok,
Thailand in 2019.
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‘Adaptation’ takes new meaning
in local arts community
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

S

t. Petersburg is home
to a rapidly growing
arts community with
a designated arts district,
four art museums, numerous
galleries and regularly held
artist events.
The city and its artists
were not left unscathed by
the COVID-19 economic
downturn. Many creative
businesses have been forced
to adapt in order to avoid
becoming coronavirus
casualties.
Americans for the Arts
reported that in 2015, the
nonprofit arts and culture
industry generated $166.3
billion in national economic
activity. It estimates that the
national economic impact
on those arts and culture
organizations has reached
$14.1 billion. Of that, an
estimated 983 of Florida’s
organizations have felt a
$40,000 median impact.
John Collins, executive
director of nonprofit
organization St. Petersburg
Arts Alliance, said that
many local artists were not
established as businesses at
the start of the pandemic,
making them ineligible for
government relief money and
unemployment.
Since March, local artists
have been forced to adapt
to online promotion of their

work. According to Collins,
many artists relied on inperson events to sell their
work. However, Collins said
that an Arts Alliance survey
revealed most local artists
did not have a website or
digital store and that some
only had a Facebook page.
“You don’t sell art on
Facebook; you don’t sell
theater tickets on Facebook,”
Collins said. “Everybody
likes you a lot but that
doesn’t pay the rent.”
Collins emphasized
the importance in creative
collaboration during this
time.
“Artists have always
been a little antisocial,”
Collins said. “But now is
a time where they all need
to learn how to network
and collaborate and step
up. When we come out of
this, the people who are still
operating will be stronger…”
Jim Woodfield, St.
Petersburg fine artist and
owner of Woodfield Fine
Art Gallery, had to close
his gallery to the public
for several months and
increased his online presence
but said “online sales were
not sufficient to keep up
with sales from walk-in
customers.”
“Social media is a
good tool, but most savvy
collectors like to see art in
person before they make

decisions to buy,” Woodfield
said. “I have had to rely on
my retirement income, and
grants and loans from local
and federal sources to keep
enough bills paid to keep
me in operation… Art is low
on the priority list for most
people in a pandemic.”
Woodfield worries that
“it may be too late” to save
his business and anticipates
having to close his gallery
doors sometime next year if
the virus persists.
Chad Mize, St. Petersburg
muralist and owner of MIZE
Gallery, has remained busy
with commission work and
online sales throughout the
pandemic.
“It’s definitely been a
challenging time, but I’ve
been fortunate enough to
have work,” Mize said. “I’ve
built my business and my
brand over the last 20 years,
so I feel like I’m in a good
place.”
Mize said that he has seen
a decrease in gallery sales
and in revenue from local
vendor partnerships that
typically rely on the city’s
tourism.
St. Petersburg muralist
Leo Gomez said COVID-19
presented him “many
challenges” as an artist.
“The majority of my
works are collaborations with
local businesses and since
they have faced monetary
challenges, their challenges
have affected my business as
well,” Gomez said. “Things
move slower than usual;
budgets are smaller and
many projects are put on
hold.”
Fewer commissions
allowed Gomez to invest
more time into developing
and diversifying his business
by focusing on hand-lettering
and hand-painted signs.
“I’ve been able to switch

COURTESY OF CHAD MIZE

Chad Mize poses in front of his mural on the
wall of Independent Bar St. Petersburg on
Central Avenue.
from one to the other based
on client demand,” Gomez
said. “Expecting that all my
income will come from one
of these alone is not realistic.
One must find work where it
is needed.”
Cody Doerbecker, a
graphic design senior at
USF St. Petersburg, said
that COVID-19 has left him
unmotivated to create.
“During spring semester
of 2020 when classes got
moved to all online, I found
it really hard to be motivated
enough to create good work
for my classes,” Doerbecker
said. “Being stuck at home
seemed like I would have
more time to do work but,
in turn, it made me lazy and
uninterested in art.”
Doerbecker is confident
in continuing to pursue a
creative career. He believes
that the pandemic won’t

impact the future of art, but
rather it will offer a subject
for artists to create around.
“COVID-19 won’t change
my plans on my future with
graphic design, I believe it’s
going to be up to me to make
that decision,” Doerbecker
said. “…Art will continue
to thrive, and with time, go
through changes as it always
has since the beginning of
time.”
St. Petersburg’s annual
SHINE Mural Festival
kicked-off on Saturday
and runs through this
Sunday. Local and visiting
muralists paint walls
around the city during the
visual arts marathon. In a
partnership with PangeaSeed
Foundation’s Sea Walls:
Artists for Oceans, this year’s
participating artists will
create murals centered on
ocean conservation.

COURTESY OF LEO GOMEZ

Leo Gomez stands on a lift while painting a sign
for the new Grand Central Brewhouse in the city’s
Grand Central District.

COURTESY OF LEO GOMEZ

Leo Gomez is known for his immaculate hand-lettered murals.
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Cooler weather gives reason
for outdoor adventure
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

I

t’s officially fall
in Florida and St.
Petersburg’s first cold
front of the season arrived
last week.
The state’s sweltering
summers call for a sort
of reverse hibernation
to avoid the unbearable
heat and humidity. But as
temperatures begin to drop
and Floridians emerge
from their air-conditioned
dwellings, outdoor
activities become far more
appealing.
St. Petersburg is home
to an abundance of public
parks and nature preserves
with walking and biking
trails, kayak launches and
other natural attractions
that offer outdoor escapes
for seasoned hikers and
nature novices alike. Take
advantage of the city’s
cooler weather while you
can and break away from
the computer screen. It’s
adventure time.

preserve aims to protect
its natural and cultural
resources for future
generations. Kayak rentals
are available to visitors at
the canoe launch. Biking
and fishing are permitted
in designated areas of
Weedon Island. Pets are not
permitted and admission is
free.
Sawgrass Lake Park
7400 25th St. N

Sawgrass Lake is in
one of the largest maple
swamps on the Gulf
Coast. Thousands of birds
migrate through the park
during fall and spring,
making it a national birding
destination. Walk its
mile-long boardwalk and
half-mile dirt trail for an
opportunity to spot some
of Florida’s permanent and
seasonal wildlife residents.
The boardwalk leads to
an observation tower
overlooking Sawgrass
Lake. Neither bikes nor
pets are allowed on the
Boyd Hill Nature Preserve boardwalk. Admission is
1101 Country Club Way S free.
Situated on Lake
Maggiore, Boyd Hill is
one of the city’s most
popular natural attractions
– and for good reason.
The preserve’s 3 miles
of trails guide visitors
through Florida’s diverse
ecosystems. A birds-ofprey aviary guarantees
wildlife sightings during
every trek and an up-close
look at species like the
bald eagle and great horned
owl. Typically, a tram
offers visitors a care-free
ride around the trails, but
it is currently unavailable
due to COVID-19 safety
precautions. Bikes are
allowed on the trails. Pets
are not permitted into the
preserve. Adult admission
is $3 and child admission is
$1.50.

Boyd Hill Nature Preserve’s aviary gives visitors a closer look at some of
Florida’s birds of prey.

Crescent Lake Park
1320 Fifth St. N
For those wanting a
more laid-back outdoor
adventure, Crescent Lake
Park is the perfect place for
a breath of fresh air. North
of Historic Uptown, the
park’s mile-long sidewalk
takes visitors around the
perimeter of Crescent lake.
There is plenty of lush
green space for picnics,
study groups and workout
sessions. It also offers a
dog park, tennis courts,
pickleball courts and a
pleasant number of ducks
for cheap entertainment.
Fishing and biking are
permitted at the park.

Weedon Island Preserve
1800 Weedon Drive NE
North of downtown is
Weedon Island Preserve.
Located on Tampa Bay,
the 3,194-acre preserve
has miles of boardwalks
and dirt and paved paths
that lead visitors through
scenic views of mangroves,
estuaries and the bay. Its
45-foot observation tower
offers an exciting bird’s
eye view. Once home to
indigenous people for
thousands of years, the

ANNALISE ANDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

ANNALISE ANDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

Boardwalks at Weedon
Island Preserve lead
visitors through
mangrove canopies
to large outlooks for
optimal views.

ANNALISE ANDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

Captivating views of Florida’s natural landscape make Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve one of the city’s most popular outdoor attractions.
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Second game in ‘Dark Pictures
Anthology’ vastly improves franchise

By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

THE
CROW’S NEST
The Crow’s Nest is committed to providing
its readers with news relevant to the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
campus and its surrounding community.
The Crow’s Nest abides by the highest
ethical standards and focuses on stories
that help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards of
reporting as defined by the Society of
Professional Journalists. Opinions in this
newspaper do not necessarily represent
those of the administration, faculty or
student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Student Life Center
Office 2400
140 Seventh Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
(727) 873-4113
usfcrowsnest@gmail.com
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contacting the newspaper’s editor-inchief or managing editor. Newspaper
theft is a crime. Those who violate
the single copy rule may be subject to
civil and criminal prosecution and/or
university discipline.

T

he newest
installment in the
Dark Pictures
Anthology, Little Hope, came
out on Oct. 30, just in time
for a Halloween horror game
experience.
Little Hope is the second
in a proposed eight-part
anthology of choice-based
horror games being developed
by Supermassive Games. The
studio previously made Until
Dawn and Hidden Agenda,
which were also choice-based
horror games, as well as the
first game in the Dark Pictures
Anthology, Man of Medan.
Little Hope stars Will
Poulter (Midsommar,
The Maze Runner), Alex
Ivanovici (Outlast), Kyle
Bailey (Heartland), Caitlyn
Sponheimer (The Boys) and
Ellen David (The Bold Type).
Pip Torrens (The Crown)
also reprised his role as the
Curator. The full cast had

solid performances as their
characters, with only a few
weird moments of bad motion
capture or odd line delivery.
Where the game stands
strong is in its story. Reviews
for Man of Medan largely
criticized how easy the plot
unraveled and how weakly
paced the story was. Players
could get approximately three
hours of gameplay on their
first try, depending on the
choices they made and which
characters lasted the whole
game. Little Hope seems
to have expanded from the
reviews of its predecessor,
with more solid plot and a
more thought-out pace.
There was never a question
of whether Supermassive
knew how to effectively
scare their audiences.
Previous works effectively
used jumpscares paired with
psychological horror, and
Little Hope did not disappoint
in doing the same.
Tension seemed to be the
keyword in the creation of

this game, as it becomes a
throughline for the scares,
dialogue and choices for
players to make.
There were weak points
in the ending for me, which I
have noticed in the anthology
but not Supermassive’s other
games. Both Little Hope and
Man of Medan had strong
paranormal elements that
were reduced by the games’
endings.
Like with any game,

there were also glitches that
detracted from the experience.
With a more game-like title
like Assassin’s Creed or
Call of Duty, glitches are
just known to be part of
the game. But with a game
like Little Hope, glitches
break immersion, leading to
moments of laughter where
there should be suspense.
Overall, I would rate my
experience with Little Hope as
an 8.5/10.

COURTESY OF THEDARKPICTURES.COM

Games in the ‘Dark Pictures Anthology’ feature
ensemble casts and allow players to experience
the game through the perspective
of each character.

‘The Queen’s Gambit’ is a battle of
wits you won’t want to miss
By Michael Alden
CONTRIBUTOR

P

rofessional chess
requires a level of
mental fortitude that
can seem other-wordly to a
casual observer. The game is
a multilayered battle against
another player with countless
move possibilities and paths
to win. It’s also an internal
battle against one’s own will
and tendencies—players can
end up beating themselves
without much help from their
opponent.
Based on the fictional 1983
novel by Walter Trevis of the
same name, Netflix’s new
fictional period drama The
Queen’s Gambit is at constant
risk of beating itself, but it
never succumbs to this thanks
to a stellar female lead and a
unique premise.
The show follows female
chess prodigy Elizabeth
Harmon, played by Anya
Taylor-Joy (Split, The New
Mutants) as she reckons with
addiction and loneliness in her
obsessive pursuit to become
the world’s first female chess
champion. Growing up in an
orphanage, she latches onto
chess as a way to escape from
reality. We also see her abuse
substances early on for the
same reason. As the story
unfolds and Beth grows up,
these means of escape threaten
her mental stability and the
lives of those around her.
A bevy of side characters
are introduced throughout
the show’s run that weave in

and out of the narrative, with
mixed results. No one stays
close to Beth for long—while
this is a testament to her selfdestructive persona, it doesn’t
allow the audience room to
connect with these characters.
They’re often pawns in Beth’s
eyes and therefore pawns in
the narrative that don’t justify
their own existence.
Marielle Heller’s (director
of A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood) portrayal
of Beth’s adoptive mother
Alma is the easiest character
to empathize with; she’s a
calming force in Beth’s life,
struggling with her own
addictions and self-worth.
Beth’s primary love
interest, D.L. Townes -- played
by Jacob Fortune-Lloyd
(Star Wars: The Rise of
Skywalker), is alluring as an
aspiring journalist who clearly
has chemistry with actress
Taylor-Joy. Unfortunately, his
character is underutilized and
absent for much of the show’s
run time.
Taylor-Joy dials in
one of the best television
performances of the year,
striking a balance between
madness and grace. Her
character alone elevates the
show above the standard
Netflix drama series.
Beth’s subtle intensity and
methodic poise commands
the attention of everyone in
her orbit. While she can be
relentless in her obsession
with winning, she cares for
others in her own way and is
never selfish to the point of

being loathsome. Taylor-Joy
depicts Beth’s substance abuse
with tenderness instead of
exploitation.
The Queen’s Gambit never
fully commits to one genre,
toeing the line between an
in-depth character study and
an underdog story. The script
is littered with clichés found in
both genres: cheesy romantic
lines and “woe is me” dialogue
are often saved by the actors’
superior performances.
The show takes full
advantage of its post-World
War II American setting. From
lavish department stores in
Lexington, Kentucky to dingy
basement-level apartments
in New York City, this is
an America with limitless
opportunities enveloped in
sexism and racism. Sadly,
these topical issues aren’t
broadly explored, aside from
the occasional reminders that

Beth is a woman vying for
domination in a field saturated
with men.
Verdict: The Queen’s
Gambit stands out as one of
the best Netflix original series
to date.
A strong female lead
anchors a show in peril of
collapsing under its own
weight. Anya Taylor-Joy’s
fierce performance solidifies
her position in the industry
as one of the top actresses to
watch out for in the coming
years. While underdeveloped
supporting characters and
a wobbly narrative prevent
the show from reaching true
greatness, the high production
value and an engaging premise
make for a binge-worthy
series with heart. The story of
a female chess genius hasn’t
been told before now: here’s to
hoping it continues.
Rating: 8/10

COURTESY OF NETFLIX

Anya Taylor-Joy plays Elizabeth Harmon in ‘The
Queen’s Gambit’ on Netflix. The show premiered
in 2020. A second season has not been
confirmed yet.
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OPINION: NoUberNovember

By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

T

Eats eventually, right?
While it’s still relatively
early in the month, it’s too
close to call if stopping the
deliveries has made any
difference for my health – but
I can tell you for sure that my
wallet is no longer suffering
like it used to.
But as I’ve done more
research, it’s become far
more than money and

calories: it’s now a matter
of ethics.
“Uber (Eats) lowered the
minimum amount of money a
driver could make on a single
run from 3 dollars to 2.50,”
Alec Bridges, a 23-yearold Uber Eats driver and
local musician, said. “There
was no warning or prior
knowledge sent to the drivers
from (Uber) corporate, I just

happened to notice.”
With a tip, a delivery fee
and a commission taken from
the restaurant of choice, just
a single Chipotle order can be
up to 20 dollars.
Amid the height of the
COVID-19 “stay at home”
orders, food delivery services
became one of the safer
options for restaurant eating.
In an article by The Verge

his month, I
am partaking in
#NoUberNovember.
Never heard of it? That’s
because I made it up.
I had a much more
optimistic outlook on how
my college diet would be and
was determined to escape the
trap of the “freshman 15” –
but a combination of dining
hall disenchantment and a
fear of the kitchen made that
horizon bleak.
As a vegetarian, finding
a happy medium between
nutrition and tastiness is often
hard; and it’s much easier
sometimes to prioritize the
taste factor over my health.
So naturally, I took to Uber
Eats for refuge.
It seemed so simple at
the time. Why wouldn’t I
spend a few extra dollars
for something that would
take less time than my own
cooking with higher quality
than dining hall food?
But as the dollars drained,
the pounds gained.
I had to do something
about this; it had gotten to the
point where I was ordering it
almost every day.
Ah, yes, why not just
make up a fake monthSOPHIE OJDANIC | THE CROW’S NEST
long event to prolong my
dependency? I should get
NoUberNovember may leave participants longing for a late night
used to living without Uber
McDonald’s delivery.

published in August, it says,
“…gross bookings in its Uber
Eats delivery business grew
113 percent year over year,
thanks to increased demand
for food deliveries.”
I have discovered now that
despite pay cuts to workers
and price hikes to customers,
Uber Eats will still be able
to majorly profit off of the
convenience of the app and
the service it provides.
“Knowing that Uber (Eats)
has made more money from
COVID but deducted pay
from their workers, for me,
just shows they don’t care.
A 50-cent deduction doesn’t
seem like much, but it adds
up,” Bridges said. “And all
of the fees for customers just
goes to show how far people
are willing to go.”
Cue someone saying,
“that’s show biz, baby!” But
I just don’t feel the need to
support a business that is
making money the way Uber
Eats is.
Although it will be hard
to overlook the expediency
of its delivery service,
#NoUberNovember has
taught me the merit in
taking responsibility for my
own food and knowing the
morality behind the method
in which I get it.
If you or a loved one
suffer from excessive Uber
Eat-ing, consider partaking in
#NoUberDecember.

W h at to do t his we e k : Nov. 9 -1 5
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu
MONDAY

time with your pet?
Join Harborside
Participate in
Activities Board
games, win prizes and for Bull’s Funniest
“sashay away.” The
Videos: Pet Edition
Office of Multicultural on Microsoft Teams
Affairs is hosting its
from 4 to 5 p.m.
annual Drag Show
Attendees will be
on Microsoft Teams
able to watch studentfrom 8 to 10 p.m.
submitted videos of
There will be virtual
pet fails and other
performances, as
funny topics. Those
well as a chance to
in attendance will
win prizes through
also be encouraged to
drag bingo. RSVP on
introduce their pets.
PeteSync.
WEDNESDAY
TUESDAY
Get a breath of
Looking for a fun
fresh air and enjoy
way to spend quality
art outdoors. The

Duncan McClellan
& Don Gialanella
Exhibit is now open
at Florida Botanical
Gardens at 15250
Ulmerton Road.
Admission is free.
THURSDAY
Feeling poetic?
Harborside Activities
Board and the Poetry
Club are teaming up
for a virtual Spoken
Word Poetry Night
from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m. on Microsoft
Teams. RSVP for
the event through
PeteSync.

FRIDAY
Get your run on at
the annual St. Pete
Run Fest. The three
day event includes
options for a 5k, 10k
or half marathon.
You can sign up at
stpeterunfest.org
SATURDAY
Fulfill your appetite
for the arts at the
St. Pete Second
Saturday Art Walk
at 2955 Central Ave.
Visitors can meet the
artists and admire

their art as over 40 art
studios and galleries
come together.
SUNDAY
Christmas is not
a day, it’s a season.
Get your Christmas
on at Christmas
Town at Busch
Gardens at 10165 N
Malcolm McKinley
Drive. Visitors will
be surrounded with
Christmas-themed
entertainment and
rides. Purchase
your ticket at
buschgardens.com,
starting at $89.99.
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Student Spotlight:
Changing his life, 30
credit hours at a time
By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu

J

aser Jalghoum was
only 16 years old
when he was granted
the opportunity to change
his life forever.
After 14 years of
frustration, unmet dreams
and a great amount of
patience, his application
for a green card was finally
approved. For Jalghoum,
this was his turning point.
Jalghoum, a senior
psychology major and
sociology minor at USF
Tampa, moved to Tampa
in 2015 with his family.
Wishing for a better quality
of life, he left his home
country of Jordan to pursue
his goals and achieve his
dreams.
“It was like I arrived to
a planet that I have never
been to before,” Jalghoum
said.
He moved to the U.S.
with the mindset to leave
a positive impact on
everyone he meets.
“The day I entered
America, I hoped to leave a
motivational mark to all the
people who I will face, and
I hoped that the people will
accept me as (a) classmate,
friend and a colleague at
work,” Jalghoum said.
Coming from an
Arabic speaking country,
the language barrier for
Jalghoum was challenging.
He studied English for
years in Jordan, but it
wasn’t enough for him to
fully integrate into society.
“I tried watching
American movies and
listening to American
music so I can understand
the new culture I am in
and try to improve my

language,” Jalghoum said.
“I was a part of the ESL
program in Newsome High
School and it helped me a
lot by giving me the right
push and motivation.”
After taking the SAT six
times and failing each due
to the language barrier, he
took it one more time and
passed. Seventh time’s the
charm.
“It was about 5 a.m.
when the score came
out. I literally didn’t
want to check it because
I thought I knew the
answer,” Jalghoum said.
“But I unlocked my phone
anyway, logged in to the
College Board website with
only one eye opened, and
I saw the passing number,
it was one of the best
moments of my life.”
After graduating from
high school, Jalghoum
attended Hillsborough
Community College
(HCC) for two years, and
later transferred to USF.
He changed his major
three times, going from
biomedical sciences to
sociology and finally, to
psychology.
Jalghoum met close
friend Khalaf AlMukhaizeem while both
attended HCC.
“I have known him for
long enough to understand
him in a very deep way,”
said Al-Mukhaizeem, a
senior finance major at
the University of Tampa.
“Jaser was always there
for me and helped me in
facing many obstacles. I
will always remember it of
him.”
As soon as he transferred
to USF, Jalghoum lived
through a traumatic event

and was not able to go to
class, or study for any of
his courses. Despite that, he
came out of his experience
with more resilience and
determination to succeed
and was able to raise his
GPA from 1.5 to 3.4.
“At USF, I failed the first
semester due to a traumatic
event that happened to
me, but all the hard work
taught me to be patient, and
to outsmart the classical
educational system,”
Jalghoum said. “I think it’s
important to always think
out of the box that you’re
living in since the classical
educational system is a
nightmare for students
because it does nothing but
limit them.”
Failing didn’t faze him.
He was set on graduating
on time and achieving his
goals. After losing about
three college semesters,
Jalghoum sought a way
to compensate for the lost
time.
“As cliché as this
sounds, I believe that
nothing is impossible,”
he said. “After looking
and asking around for too
long, I found a way to take
classes simultaneously
in other universities like
HCC and UCF, while being
enrolled as a full-time
student at USF.”
Last summer, he took 31
credit hours. This semester,
he is taking 30. He was
able to make up for the
time he lost and is on track

AYA DIAB | THE CROW’S NEST

After graduating this fall, Jaser Jalghoum plans to
attend a master’s degree program and prepare for
the Dental Admission Test.

to graduate on time. To
him, this was the perfect
solution.
Lillian Jalghoum, Jaser’s
sister, described change as
a “a small word to define
a person who moved to a
really new start.”
“For me, I will always
see him as my idol,”
said Lillian Jalghoum, a
sophomore biomedical
sciences major at USF
Tampa. “If he puts
something in his mind he
will work for it and make it
come true no matter what
happens.”
At 16, Jalghoum left
Amman in a hurry and
wasn’t fully able to
comprehend what was in
store for him. He embarked
on a journey that was, and
still is, life changing. After

five years, he described his
feelings as “surreal.” He
feels blessed and thankful
for the opportunities that
came his way.
After graduating this
fall, he plans to pursue
dentistry. Jalghoum is also
applying to a master’s
degree program to keep
himself busy in his gap
year while he prepares for
the Dental Admission Test.
“Moving to America
transformed my whole
life,” Jalghoum said. “Now
I can take solid steps
with better confidence
and I am so thankful and
I will always appreciate
this opportunity. As an
immigrant, I am eager to
start working in America as
a dentist in the next couple
of years.”

COURTESY OF JASER JALGHOUM

Jaser Jalghoum transferred to USF in 2019 after
attending Hillsborough Community College for
two years.

COURTESY OF JASER JALGHOUM

Khalaf Al-Mukhaizeem (left), first met Jaser Jalghoum in 2017 at Hillsborough
Community College.

